
 
 
 

LEARN FROM THE BEST  
THE582 - MAPPING GENDER c.1780-2016 

27 February - 3 March 2017  with  Professor Sarah Williams 
 

Sarah Williams joined the faculty at Regent College in 2005, and is 
currently Research Professor in the History of Christianity. A specialist 
in nineteenth- and twentieth-century cultural history, Sarah’s research 
focuses on the relationship between religion and culture, Christianity 
and society, politics and cultural identity. Before taking up her role at 
Regent, Sarah taught modern British and European history at the 
University of Oxford (Lincoln College). Her move from Oxford to 
Regent reflected a growing desire to help the Church recover her 
memory in an age of cultural dislocation from the past. Her philosophy 
of leadership is captured well in the observation of Jesuit theologian 
Johannes Baptist Metz that “all historical understanding bears a 
prophetic character.” Sarah’s publications include Religious Belief and 
Popular Culture, Redefining Christian Britain, and the Shaming of the 
Strong: The Challenge of an Unborn Life. Her current research project 
focuses on the historical development of contemporary ideas of 
gender, cultural identity and sexuality. 

 

This course traces the core narratives surrounding masculinity, femininity, marriage, sex and the family 
from the late-eighteenth century through to the present day. As a history course Mapping Gender is an 
invitation to step back from the immediacy of our own historical moment in order to set prevailing ideas in 
context. How were understandings of maleness and femaleness formed in culture, where, when and why 
and with reference to what and to whom? How and in what ways have understandings changed over time 
both in the Church and in the wider culture and what historical factors have precipitated change? This 
course revisits our contemporary milieu by exploring where our moral, social and theological 
presuppositions have come from. Britain provides the starting point for this in-depth study but 
comparisons are drawn with a variety of global contexts.  

It is part of our Masters of Arts, Master of Theology and Master of Leadership programs but there are 
limited spaces for students at other colleges or universities.   Fee-Help is available for enrolled students at 
Alphacrucis or other institutions seeking cross credit for the unit.  Cost for credit students is our standard 
postgraduate rate.  There may be places available for audit students at $400.   

Classes meet  9am-5pm.   Lunch, Morning & Afternoon Tea will be provided at all Intensives. 

Further Information: 
Jose Delvecchio – Postgraduate Administrator     (02) 8893 9000       postgrad@ac.edu.au 
Dr Robyn Wrigley-Carr – Master of Arts Program Director    robyn.wrigley-carr@ac.edu.au 
Professor Paul Oslington – Dean of Business      paul.oslington@ac.edu.au 

Sarah Williams visit to Australia is sponsored by ACS Financial Services   
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